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Dairying and Stock Raising 
By R. D. SINCLAIR 


Dairymen and stock raisers in search of new 
locations will find in Monterey County a com- 
bination of advantages in low production costs, 
equable climate and excellent marketing facili- 
ties which contribute to the profit of dairying 
and beef cattle. Returns from dairying are 
much greater than in less favored localities, 
especially those sections where the climate is 
severe, making expensive shelter and the win- 


ter feeding of grain a necessity. 
In Monterey County there is neither snow 
nor ice, no complete cessation in the growing 


season, The range is open throughout the year 
and stock find ample green forage through the 
winter months. 

The California markets are never-failing. Both 
dairy products and beef cattle bring good prices, 
while the demand always exceeds the supply. 

There are at present some twenty thousand 
head of dairy cattle in the county, and the dairy- 
men count their annual income at a sum in 
excess of a million and a half dollars. Yet 
dairying in Monterey County is in its infancy. 
Its future may be only hinted at by the tre- 
mendous increase in farm land devoted to the 
industry during the past few years. Great acre- 
ages are being divided into dairy farms, with a 
consequent increase in dairying stock and dairy- 
ing products. 


Monterey County is bound to become a great 
shipping center for farm products. Monterey 
City is preparing for future enlargement of its 
shipping by planning for the construction of a 
breakwater in Monterey Bay, the Federal and 
State governments having indicated a willingness 
to contribute a million dollars to the undertaking. 
With this provision for direct water transporta- 
tion, this city will become the center for shipping 
not only the products of the county but also 
those from the agricultural districts lying farther 
inland. 

Salinas is already one of the big beef shipping 
centers of California and its future is assured. 


Climatic Advantages 

If there is one industry in the State of Cali- 
fornia which is less developed than any other 
according to its possibilities, it is that of dairy- 
ing and stock raising; and if there is a county 
in the State which is less developed with as 
great possibilities it is Monterey County. 

With a climate which is perennial spring and 
soil which will grow anything indigenous to 
tropical or temperate zones, this favored region 
offers to the stockgrower health with his work 
and an ever-increasing bank account as a sub- 
stantial evidence of his labors. 


Never Failing Markets 
Markets are at the very door of the Monterey 
dairyman. Surrounded by creameries and within 
four hours of San Francisco and the one 


ed 


million population of the bay cities, he need 
look no further for an outlet for his produce. 
Cream, milk, butter, cheese are in constant de- 
mand. Until California produces as much as 
she consumes prices will remain stable or in- 
crease rather than decrease. 


A Rare Combination of Essentials 

If a practical dairyman from Belgium, Holland, 
Germany, Switzerland or any of the American 
dairying centers could survey conditions in 
Monterey County he would wonder why he had 
not long since located here, where conditions are 
so nearly ideal. From the standpoint of soil, 
water, climate and markets there is not one of 
the places named which can offer the induce- 
ments existing in Monterey County. Alfalfa 
will grow in almost any soil, but it thrives bet- 
ter in some soils than in others. Sandy loam, 
such as makes up the greater portion of the 
Salinas Valley, is the ideal soil. Alfalfa re- 
quires water, sunshine and air,—water when it 
wants it, sunshine and air all the time. It is a 
rare combination of these essentials for the king 
of all forage crops, which makes Monterey 
County a paradise for the dairyman. 

He has no fear of a severe winter where the 
stock is too busy keeping warm to produce milk. 
His cattle may be in the open the year round. 
Nor need he fear intense heat with the accom- 


panying insects and pests which annoy the young. 


Even the valleys are tempered by the daily 
breeze from Monterey Bay. 
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What may be accomplished is easily seen from 
that which has already been done. Monterey 
County in 1913 led the State in the production 
of cheese; the average is 891,447 pounds annually 
and the annual production has reached 1,505,465 
pounds. The dairy products of the county aver- 
age over $1,000,000 in value annually. 


Creameries Offer Big Market 

The Alpine Evaporated Cream Company’s plant 
at Gonzales packs upward of 175,000 cases each 
year. Over 7,000 head of cows contribute to 
this quota and the demand still exceeds the 
supply. 

There are forty-five creameries in the county, 
the second and third largest being at Salinas and 
Castroville. 


Beet Pulp as an Auxiliary Feed 

The tremenduous production of beet pulp from 
sugar-beets, the largest output of any county 
in the State, gives an added advantage to this 
region from the standpoint of the dairyman. In 
conjunction with alfalfa, beet pulp is a highly 
prized feed and may be obtained at low cost 
during the sugar-making season. 


Money in Alfalfa-fed Hogs 
Although it has long been tradition on the 
farm that corn is indispensable for raising hogs 
the theory is loosing ground in California. 
Alfalfa has solved the problem in Monterey 
County as elsewhere in the State. L. D. Coburn, 


an authority on farm crops from the State of 
Kansas says: “No community with high class 
swine in its husbandry is poor, and no com- 
munity with large areas of alfalfa can afford to 
neglect swine.” Coming from a man from a 
corn state this is a high tribute to alfalfa, which 
Monterey County offers such ideal conditions for 
raising. The advantage of climate can not be 
too strongly emphasized in hog raising. Expen- 
sive buildings are unnecessary. While hogs in 
the corn belt of Eastern States are eating grain 
to keep up the bodily temperature during zero 
weather, Monterey County swine are in the pas- 
ture foraging. 


The large percentage of days of sunshine 
prevents disease. Mild climate and cool nights 
permit pigs to make rapid gains during any 
portion of the year and make it not only possible 
but advisable to raise two litters each year. 

Abundant exercise insures strong bone and 
plenty of lean meat or muscle. The equable 
climate prevents the piling up of the young to 
secure warmth and avoids the colds and 
pneumonia prevalent in colder climates. 

With the best of feed and a perfect climate 
the only factor remaining to make for profit in 
hogs is a market. Some idea of the limitless 
market may be seen from the fact that California 
imports each week some forty carloads of pork 
products, to say nothing of some 1,250 cars of 
live hogs brought in annually from Utah, Idaho, 
Colorado, Nebraska and Kansas. 


The 1913 report of the State Secretary of 
Agriculture shows that the average farm price of 
hogs for that year was $10.50. One good brood 
sow with her offspring will in three years pro- 
duce 1200 hogs; one acre of alfalfa will bring up 
two litters per year. It is about the only endless 
chain ever devised that did not have a weak link. 


Stock Raising Demanding More Attention 
Monterey County will eventually be the big 
home of the small rancher. Farming the great 
grain and range properties is becoming unprofit- 
able with the advent of alfalfa, beets, modern 
creameries and pure bred cattle and swine. 
Although sixteenth in size the county has more 
ranches of one thousand acres or over than 
any other county in the State. In the partition 
of these large holdings, the settler on the land, 
with intensive modern methods, will bring about 
higher values for both his products and the land. 
This is being rapidly demonstrated in the recent 
subdividing of numerous large holdings. 


Goats Pay Well in Certain Sections 

Goats in certain regions of this country 
will repay their owner handsomely. Portions of 
Monterey County are peculiarly adapted for 
raising goats. Thriving best on hilly land in a 
temperate climate the angora, aristocratic brother 
of the Bowery pet, can here produce a three- 
fold return to his owner. First comes the 
mohair, second the increase and third but by 
no means least, the economic value of clearing 


new land while foraging for food. Indeed so 
highly does#the United States Department of 
Agriculture consider the goat that it is now 
offering to rent out grazing privileges in the 
Monterey Forest Reserve at sixteen cents per 
head per year, or at nine and a half cents per 
head from April first to September 30. There is 
room right now for several thousand head in 
this reserve. 


Pure-bred Stock Replacing Range Animals. 
Stock raising in Monterey County is under- 
going the same transformation as other lines. 
With the advent of the farmer of the small tract 
to succeed the large landowners there has also 
come a tendency to produce better grades of 
stock to replace the range animal which did all 
its own foraging and filled the demand of the 
markets because it was the best there was. 

There is still plenty of grazing land, some of it 
as low as five dollars per acre, but this is be- 
coming of secondary importante to the produc- 
tion of high grade animals. A visit to the 
annual fair at Salinas would convince any fancier 
that the climate of Monterey County conduces 
to the early development and maturity of horses, 
cattle, sheep or hogs. 

For those who still adhere to the old 
methods’ in whole or in part the Monterey 
National Forest offers pasture at sixty-four cents 
per year for cattle, eighty cents for horses, thirty- 
eight cents for hogs and sixteen cents per head 
for sheep, with concessions for shorter periods. 


Sheep, while no longer a main factor in the 
county, pay well as a side issue, allowing two 
wool clips per year and showing a constantly in- 
creasing price for mutton. 

Mules seem to find the climate as salubrious 
for development as Missouri itself, and the 
demand is constantly greater than the supply. 


Salinas Big Week and California Rodeo 


As an evidence that Salinas, county-seat of 
Monterey County, is still the center of Cali- 
fornia stock raising may be mentioned the 
annual Salinas Big Week and California Rodeo, 
which draws thousands of visitors from all 
over the country. Here are seen the exploits 
of daring and skill of the cowboys and cow- 
girls. Professionals come from all over the 
United States to compete with the local riders. 
There are bucking contests, racing, bronco 
“busting,” branding, rope throwing and the ex- 
citing sports of a “cow country.” Others have 
patterned after the Salinas Rodeo, but none have 
equalled the entertainment provided here. 

In connection with the Rodeo, a_ spectacular 
program of other events is provided, parades, 
dances, band concerts and events of interest, 
which make every minute of the week in Salinas 
full of interest. This year, 1915, Salinas Big 
Week and California Rodeo will be held July 30 
to August 6, and visitors are invited from 
everywhere. Excursions will be run from all 
points north and south of Salinas. 


This book was issued by order of the Board of 
Supervisors of Monterey County, California, 
and is one of a series which includes books 
on the following subjects: 


Grains 
Fruit and Nut Growing 


Bee and Poultry Raising— 
Schools and Libraries 


Resorts: Scenic: Historical 


Dairying and Stock Raising 


Marine Life and Sports 
Truck Farming 
Mineral and Timber Wealth 


Monterey County has many opportunities for 
the settler, the investor or the person who is 
seeking a place for a pleasant home amid 
delightful surroundings. Correspondence is 
solicited. In writing address either of the fol- 
lowing organizations: 


Chamber of Commerce . Salinas, California 
Chamber of Commerce, Monterey, California 
Board of Trade . Pacific Grove, California 
Board of Trade . . King City, California 
Fort Romie Grange . . Soledad, California 
Greenfield Grange . . Greenfield, California 


